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About us

Our mission 1Is to ensure
human  health, providing
appropriate  response to
public health needs, through
scientific = knowledge and
expertise on food sadfety,
animal health and welfare,
control and prevention of
transmittable animal
diseases, support to food
production




Since 2013, National Reference Centre
for Urban Hygiene and Non-Epidemic
Emergencies (IUVENE)
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Simple Summary: This article describes the actions that were taken to provide assistance to farm
animals during and in the aftermath of earthquakes and snowstorms that hit the Abruzzo region
in January 2017. This experience showed the importance of an integrated emergency management
tesponse system. An updated information system, in addition to punctual data management, allows for
the rationalization of resources and the organization of necessary interventions. This knowledge will be
fundamental to the involvement and integration of Regional Veterinary Services (RVS) and the relevant
actors in animal welfare in emergency management plans.

Abstract: In 2017 the Abruzzo region, located in central Italy, was struck by a sequence of four
moderately powerful seismic events (5.0 magnitude on Richter scale), in addition to heavy snowfall
that caused a state of emergency affecting the resident population and farm animals. A total of
282 stables were reported to have collapsed or been damaged and several animals (224 cows,
4025 ewes, 40,725 chickens, 22 horses and 3092 pigs) were killed. The Istituto Zooprofilattico of
Abruzzo and Molise “G. Caporale” (IZSAM)—National Reference Center for Veterinary Urban
Hygiene and Non-Epidemic Emergencies (IUVENE), played a crucial role in planning, coordinating
and controlling veterinary activities during these catastrophic events. Operational and information
tools were used to manage the needs of the communities involved, as well as to prioritize the
veterinary interventions, record information, provide real-time data access, and produce reporting
maps and Geographic Information System (GIS) layers. These events have highlighted how
the integration of veterinary services into disaster management efforts can play an important
role in protecting the health and welfare of animals, whilst also restoring economic activity and
community life.
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1. Intreduction

Disasters of all types, including natural ones, often jeopardize the economy, food security, and the
health of humans and animals (Sen and Chander, 2003; Vroegindewey, 2014). Such events may cause
significant damages to goods and the severe loss of human and animal life, both for companion
animals and livestock. Nearly three million chickens and turkeys, more than thirty thousand pigs and
other farmed animals died during Hurricane Floyd in North Carolina in 1999 [1]. In 1999, more than
one thousand horses were killed in the wake of Hurricane Andrew in Florida and almost thirty-five
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FAO in emergencies

helping to build a world without hunger

FAO ANIMAL PRODUCTION AND HEALTH

GOOD EMERGENCY
MANAGEMENT PRACTICE:
THE ESSENTIALS

A guide to preparing for animal health emergencies




OIE Platform on animal welfare
Action Plan for 2017-2019

Adoption of the .
Launching of the OIE First Action Plan 2nd Action Plan 2" Action Plan
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Disasters associated with natural
hazards are increasing both in
frequency and intensity in Europe

Numbers and types of Natural Disasters
1950-2012
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Percentage of occurrences of natural disasters by disaster
type (1995-2015)
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v Many countries are often ill-prepared to cope with
such natural disasters, in particular when it comes to
ensure the welfare of animals

v' The OIE Guidelines on ‘DMRR in relation to animal
health and welfare and veterinary public health’
provide a solid base for the inclusion of Veterinary

Services into National Disaster Management and Risk
Reduction Plans (DMRR)



Chapter 3.1 of the OIE TAHC
“quality of Veterinary Services”

= VSs should play a leadership role in advising
the various authorities on AW (and AH and
veterinary public health) in disaster situations

= VSs should develop and document appropriate
procedures and standards for all providers of
relevant activities and associated facilities, in
particular in relation to emergency
preparedness for disasters which could have
impact on AH and AW



The Platform Secretariat has been tasked with exploring, developing
and implementing possible activities in order to enhance OIE MCs’
DMRR capacity in Europe, in line with the OIE TAHC and Guidelines
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OIE WORKSHOP #1 OIE WORKSHOP #2 OIE WORKSHOP #3
This workshop will aim at This workshop will aim at This workshop will aim at
presenting the content of a DRAFTING OF reviewing collegially CONSOLIDATION testing the VS-CPs (one will

VS-CP THE PLAN countries’ VS-CP and OF THE PLAN be selected) in field
Each country will be propose recommendation Each country will be conditions, using a desktop
asked to draft their VS- for improvement, as asked to revised their and simulation exercise
CP (flooding), relevant VS-CP according to the
associating the relevant feed-back received in
stakeholders and Workshop #2

competent authorities



Day 1/Session 1 - Introductory session-setting the scene
(Plenary lectures)

Day 1/Session 2 - Understanding the countries’ situation
(Countries’ presentations + Group activity (Opera
method) -> Plenary session)

Day 2 /Session 3 - Flooding scenario ( Countries’
experiences + Plenary lectures + Panel discussions)
Day 3/Session 4: Towards developing Veterinary Services

Contingency Plan (WG + Panel discussion)
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Expected outcomes/results
from the pilot approach

Targeted Balkan countries will enhance their
management and response capacity on AW during
natural disaster situations, with their VS-CP for
hydrological disasters developed, known from relevant

CAs and tested

They will also have better understanding
how to mainstream VS matter in the National DMRR Plan
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Thank you for your attention!



