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Message 1 
Stray dog population management is

a multifaceted issue which deals (among others) with 
animal health, veterinary public health and animal 

welfare

• Ressources:

- Definition of Stray dog in glossary of the TAHC

- Chapter 7.7 of the OIE TAHC (reference document)

- Infographic on Animal Welfare
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Message  2 
Veterinary Services should have a leading role

while collaboration among the different actors is key
(in particular between central VS and local 

municipalities)

• Resources:

Chapter 7.7 of the OIE TAHC (articles 7.7.4 on 
responsibilities and competencies; article 7.7.5 
on Advisory Group)
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Message  3
Strong and modern legislation is a cornerstone 
to any successful stray dog control programme 

(clear definition of responsibilities)

• Ressources:

Chapter 3.4 of the OIE TAHC

Good governance of VS (Section 3; OIE PVS Pathway)
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• CC II.13 (Animal Welfare)

• CC I.6. 1 (Chain of Command)

• CC I. 6. B (External Coordination)

• CC I. 8: Operational budget

• CC I.1: Professional and technical 
Staffing

• CC I .2 Competences of veterinarians 
and para-veterinarians

Country Date

Albania June 2008 – June 2014

Bosnia and H February 2011

Bulgaria (2007)

Croatia /

FYROM 2015

Greece /

Montenegro /

Romania (2007)

Serbia March 2013

Turkey (2007)



Message  4
Stray dog population management is an integral part 

of rabies control  programmes, using a One Health 
approach

(70% of vaccinated dog to eliminate rabies)

• Ressources:

- Chapter 8.13 of the OIE TAHC and chapter 2.1.13. of the 
OIE Manual

- Infographic

- Global Conference on stray dog mediated rabies control

- One Health approach

- Transparency of animal health situation (Obligation)

- OIE rabies portal

http://www.oie.int/en/animal-health-in-the-world/rabies-portal/
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Message  5
Euthanasia only when it is in the best interest of the animal and 

should not be used as a single measure
Massive culling of dog populations is not sustainable 

Some killing measures are unacceptable

• Ressources:

- Chapter 7.7. of the OIE TAHC

- WSPA/WAP guidelines

- ICAM Guidelines

- AVMA guidelines



Message  6
All dog should be identified (preferably with permanent 
identification such as microchip) and, where required by 

legislation, registered on a centralised database.

• Ressources:

- Chapter 4.1 of the TAHC on General principles on 
identification and traceability of live animals

- CARODOG

- Eupetnet



Message  7 (responsible dog trade)
Profit should never take priority over AH, AW, VPH 

or harm the consumer
Control should not focus on border only but on the whole pathway 

(keeping, breeding, trading, purchasing)
False or miscertification should be severely punished

• Ressources:

- Chapter 5.7 of the TAHC (Model veterinary certificate 
for international movement of dogs)

- Chapter 5.1 on General obligations related to 
certification

- EU legislation (reg 1/2005)

- Study on the welfare of dogs and cats involved 
in commercial practices



Message  8
Responsible dog ownership can significantly reduce 

the number of stray dogs and the incidence of 
zoonotic diseases (identification; vaccination; no 

abandonment, etc;  awareness; education)

• Ressources:

OIE Campaign material
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YOU CAN TELL YOUR DOG ANYTHING...

... EXCEPT GOODBYE.

Being a dog owner requires care and attention 
thoughout your dog’s life.

It’s your responsibility to:

• never abandon your dog,

• identify your dog,

• vaccinate your dog,

• not let your dog roam in the streets,

• not let your dog reproduce freely.

If you encounter difficulties, don’t give up!  

Your local Veterinary Authorities can help 

you, contact them at: website address  

of local veterinaries services

#behishero

This is a message from the World Organisation for Animal Health - OIE /  www.oie.int

Local  

Veterinary  

Services  

logo



Message  9
Assessment of national dog situation is key

[Whole dog population, as changes in dog statuses]
[Identification of the source of stray dogs]

[Legal framework] etc

• Ressources:

- Chapter 7.7

- OIE Assessment tool (online)
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Message  10
Agreed Vision:

To become compliant with OIE standards by 2025
 Roadmaps to be defined and implemented

 Regular M&E of actions

Resources:

National Stray Dog Reports

OIE SAM tool (online questionnaire)

ICAM Guidelines
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Meeting material and experts

• Available on the Platform website: http://rpawe.oie.int

• Report to be produced and sent to countries

• Ask information:
• To OIE: L. Stuardo@oie.int; n.leboucq@oie.int

• To OIE Collaborating Center / Teramo: p.dallavilla@izs.it

• To speakers (see list of participants) 

• To colleagues in the region networking (see list of 
participants)

http://rpawe.oie.int/
mailto:l.stuardo@oie.int
mailto:Stuardo@oie.int
mailto:n.leboucq@oie.int
mailto:p.dallavilla@izs.it


Warm thanking to all and to Albania in particular
and see you in Guadalajara!

(OIE Global Conference on AW, 6-8 December)


