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❖ Western Balkan Veterinary Network (wbvn.net) – was establishes in 2008 
as a unique platform for the advancement of animal welfare in the 
Western Balkan region;

❖ WBVN relied on partners working together, and was set up by the RSPCA 
and the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, Skopje, North Macedonia.

❖ The network combined the research capabilities of seven major 
universities in the Western Balkans and Turkey with leading animal welfare 
research centres in western Europe.

❖ One of the network’s core was to initiate and develop research in the field 
of animal welfare.

Background



The WBVN was established primarily to encourage and 
develop best practice in animal welfare amongst veterinary 
professionals.

Promote collaboration a wide range of stakeholder
organizations to achieve this goal.

WBVN
 



 Albania

Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, 
Agricultural University of Tirana

 Bosnia-Herzegovina

Veterinary Office of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Ministry of Foreign 
Trade and Economic Relations

Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, 
University of Sarajevo

 Croatia

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Rural Development, 
Veterinary Directorate

Croatian Veterinary Institute

Faculty of Veterinary Medicine,
University of Zagreb

PIK Vrbovec d.d.

 Kosovo*

Kosovo Veterinary and Food 
Agency

Faculty of Agriculture and Veterinary 
Studies, University of Prishtina

 Republic of North Macedonia 

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 

Water Management

Faculty of Veterinary Medicine – Skopje

Agria Klanica, Veles.

 Montenegro

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Water Management

Veterinary Directorate, Government 
of the Republic of Montenegro

 Serbia

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Water Management

Faculty of Agriculture, University 
of Belgrade

Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, 
University of Belgrade

 United Kingdom

Animal Welfare Training, 
University of Bristol

RSPCA International

WBVN participating 
institutions



WBVN delivered a large programme of training and education in the Western Balkans and 
Turkey, including:

- professional training on the welfare of animals in the food chain
- research animal seminars to share EU regulations
- alternative methods in veterinary education
- Welfare Outcome Assessment (WOA) – assessing farm animals

for their health, physical condition and behaviour
- dog catching and handling workshops
- workshops on the welfare of poultry farming, from production and processing to 

slaughter,
- farm and abattoir welfare assessment.

Activities
 



 200+ trained professionals

 Series of workshops in collaboration with the 
competent authorities run in North Macedonia, 
Croatia, Serbia and Turkey

 Development of guidelines and standards for 
producers and industry operators

 Recognition by the EU Commission and links 
established for inclusion of WBVN members into 
European research projects

Outcomes

 



Regional Animal Welfare Centre was established in 2012 and was hosted by 
by the Croatian Veterinary Institute– www.RAWC.eu

Re g i o n a l  a n i m a l  we l fa re  c e nt re  

The main reason was to ensure long term sustainability for RAWC under a more formal 
umbrella.

In 2022 RAWC officially registered as an association with the main purpose of providing 
scientific and technical support to the stakeholders in the region. 

http://www.rawc.eu/


Specific tasks 

❖ To build structures and processes to actively share knowledge and expertise related to 
the implementation of EU legislation and international standards such as WOAH.

❖ To conduct a screening and elaborate a clear map of the current situation and the 
priorities in the region.

❖ To facilitate consistent implementation and enforcement of EU legislation and 
international standards through the provision of technical and scientific support. 

❖ To develop knowledge strategies to overcome knowledge gaps and bottlenecks and to 
assist with implementation of legislation.

❖ To increase stakeholders’ awareness, engagement and co-operation in addressing 
animal welfare issues at the regional level

❖ To develop collaboration with the key institutions working in animal welfare at the 
regional, European and global level. 



Currently the main priorities for 2023-2024 are:

Developing technical capacities in the region (eg. Network of 
DPM managers) to support the implementation of the WOAH 
7.7

Scientific collaboration and exchange (2nd RAWC planned for 
2024)

Projects (develop a welfare of working equids pilot)

Host regional events on specific priority topics
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Upcoming Conference!

We would like to inform you that we reached a decision to hold a
second Scientific Conference in the autumn of 2024. Although our
first conference was at the end held online (due to COVID-19
situation) it was a great story and we want to build on it. If you
would like to check topics and abstracts from the last conference
you can find it here.

MORE INFO

WHAT WE DO?

TRAINING OF
EXPERTS

Training of animal welfare
experts to enhance
knowledge level in the region
on the recognized topics.

NETWORKING

Colaboration with the policy
makers, academia and
industry to enhance the
levels of animal welfare.

PROJECTS

Development and
implementation of regional
and international projects in
line with our strategy.

REGIONAL
CONFERENCE

Conferences are a great
way to bring people
together, and often lead to
new or unexpected
opportunities.

Our professional team is here to give you a glance idea
about our work & vision and we would be glad to
cooperate with you!

CONTACT US

Where To Find Us? Get In Touch

Email: info@rawc.eu

Velikopoljska 9e, 10 000 Zagreb

TWITTER FACEBOOK

Regional Animal Welfare Centre Home News Regional priorities About us Contact Us Online

Search

RAWC
We’re proud to be the

first animal welfare

centre with the regional

character in the

Balkans.

Regional Animal

Welfare Centre

(RAWC), and the

structure of

the RAWC has been

agreed at the 1

steering meeting held

in Zagreb on 1st April

2014. Overall strategy

of RAWC is to bridge

over the gap between

Academia, Policy

makers and all major

stakeholders in the

region and to help

them in the

implementation of

regional and

international best

practices in the field of

Animal Welfare.

st



 Four large regional workshops:

• Strategic development of Animal 
Welfare in the Western Balkan 
Region (2014)

• Vision for the future of Animal welfare
in the Balkans (2015)

• Regional approach to the 
implementation and enforcement of 
animal Regulation 1099/2009 (2017)

Regional events:

HOME NEWS      REGIONAL PRIORITIES ABOUT US CONTACT US ONLINE

Regional Animal Welfare Centre in cooperation with Animal Welfare of the Croatian Veterinary Institute (CVI) and 

Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (RSPCA) organised a two day meeting “Vision for the 

future of Animal welfare in the Balkans”. Meeting was held on on 6th to 7th of May 2015, in Terme Tuhelj, 

Croatia.

Mihanović Castle, Terme Tuhelj

The meeting was organised as a series of panel sessions on four main topics. For each thematic block we will ask 

the speakers to prepare their presentations according to the five set questions, which will be sent out in due 

course. The aim of the meeting was to gather information from many sectors working in animal welfare and to take 

into account the multifaceted and multidisciplinary aspects of animal welfare to fully understand and appreciate the 

needs and challenges ahead of RAWC in the future. There were over 50 participants, with a very wide range of 

background (Policy makers, Academia, Scientists, Industry, NGO’s). Complete list of all participants you can find 

HERE.

Meeting room was full till the end – photo taken during last session.

Presentations are available for download in PDF’s as follows:

Terence Cassidy – 40 years of EU animal welfare legislation – what lessons have been learned about its 

implementation?

Paolo Dalla Villa – Relevance of animal welfare centre in Balkans cross linked with EU strategy and Teramo as 

OIE collaborative centre

Aleksandra Hammond Seaman & Tomislav Mikuš – From idea, thru project to reality

Petya Petkova & Vlatko Ilieski – Mission, objectives and priority themes proposed of RAWC

Implementation and enforcement of legislation

Facebook LinkedIn
Official facebook page    Rawc LinkedIn Profile

SEARCH

SEARCH

SOCIAL LINKS

CONTACT INFO

You can contact us on e-mail info(at)rawc.eu or 

directly over our online contact form.

Savska cesta 143,

10 000 Zagreb

tel: +385 1 61 23 650

fax: +385 1 61 90 841

RECENT POSTS

One Welfare

Feb 17, 2017

Workshop announcement: Regional 

approach to the implementation and 

enforcement of Reg. (EC) 1099/2009

Jan 26, 2017

 

Steering Committee meeting in Skopje

Nov 10, 2016

NEWS

Held 2nd Regional Animal Welfare Experts 
meeting
by ADMIN on May 20, 2015 • 11:08 am



2022 RAWC Regional annual meeting 

WOAH
DG SANTE
EFSA
FAO
IZSAM Teramo
40 participants from 9 
countries 



Preparation started in November 2019

Delayed twice due to COVID, held as online 
event in June 2021.

2nd conference planned for October 2024 in 
Cavtat/Dubrovnik. 

1st RAWC Scientific Conference – 2019 Better 

Science for Better Animal Welfare



Be His Hero campaign

 Lounched in 8 Coutries of the region (Albania, 
Bosnia&Herzegovina, Croatia, Kosovo*, Bulgaria, 
Serbia, North Macedonia and Montenegro);

 RAWC collaborated with OIE on translation,
printing and distribution of the materials.



• Trainees (5) represented different institutions from
the region with different, but complementary
backgrounds, all with the plan for further
development of the regional DPM program which
we hope to start implementing during 2018.

1st Training DPM Trainers in Skopje -
2018

 

http://rawc.eu/?p=473


❖ RAWC received an invitation from the World Organisation
for Animal Health (WOAH) to hold a workshop 3rd Stray
dog Workshop for Balkan countries, in Belgrade.

❖ All our five trainers held a combined two hour workshop
for participants at the OiE Regional Workshop on the topic
on how to establish Dog population counting survey and
setting indicators for dog population management.

Workshop at the OIE 3rd Stray dog Workshop for Balkan 
countries - 2018



2nd Training of DPM managers (TALEA) –Skopje 2022

12  New trainees from 4 
countries.  



DPM Network
Total 17 experts from 7 Countries thus far. Countries involved in these training events were –
Bosnia (1 person), Croatia (2), Serbia (3), Slovenia (1), North Macedonia (5), Kosovo* (3) and , 
Montenegro (2). Our plan is to further build on this network of experts this year with the 3rd

training in Serbia.



Download from
www.icam-coalition.org



ICAM resources 



ICAM e learning portal
https://icam.talentlms.com

The two new courses are designed to meet the 
differing needs of DPM practitioners and 
policymakers:
1.Implementing DPM is an in-depth, seven-unit 
course for learners involved in planning, 
implementing, monitoring or evaluating dog 
population management.
2.DPM for policymakers is a shorter three-unit 
course designed for learners who are responsible 
for developing or refining policy relating to dog 
population management.



Human community development course



 Collaboration

 Organisation

 Knowledge transfer

 Best practice “from region to the region”

 Enthusiasm and commitment 

What we are good at: 



Thank you!

And now, let’s see what the future 
will bring us! ☺
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