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Danish exports of animals – some brief developments

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Number of animals 

transported – all 

animals including 

poultry and fish 

(millions)

51 59 60 72 89

- Pigs 13 15 15 14 14

Number of 

transports – all 

animals including 

poultry and fish 

(thousands)

29 33 32 32 34

- Pigs 24 28 28 26 25
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• … In Denmark, working with long distance transports of animals mainly means to work with 
road transports of pigs.



The journey log

• The Danish Veterinary and Food Administration validates journey logs for animal transports 
according to the rules in the EU’s animal transport regulation – required in article 5(4). 

• The journey log is required for long journeys (defined as exceeding 8 hours) between member 
states and with third countries.

• It contains relevant information about the journey, the animals being transported, and the 
responsible parties involved.

• As outlined in the regulation, the journey log has five sections:

➢ Planning
➢ Place of departure
➢ Place of destination
➢ Declaration by transporter
➢ Specimen anomaly report
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Some basics…

• The journey log is administered by the DVFA’s Export Control Center.

• A procedure in two parts: the journey log is validated before the intended journey and is 
controlled after completion of the journey. 

• The journey log should cover the entire journey from the place of departure to the place of 
destination, including when the destination is in a third country. 

• The DVFA is unable to enforce the transport regulation outside the EU. 

• However, changes may be requested in the journey log to ensure realistic planning for 
transport in third countries, including that this part of the transport complies with requirements 
in the transport regulation. 

• The journey log has to be submitted by the exporter to the DVFA at least two days before 
departure, and be handed in again to the DVFA no later than one month after the journey has 
been completed.
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• The journey log is submitted and handled through a digital platform called the Export Portal 
(Danish: “eksportportalen”). 

• A tool used to facilitate the checks and "keep track" of where and when exports depart.

• On this platform, exporters/organisers upload the necessary information prior to exporting live 
animals.

• It is also used to schedule an appointment for an official veterinarian to inspect the animals 
before the export.

• Most exchange of information concerning journey planning between the competent authority
and the exporter/organiser take place through this portal. 
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Validating the journey log

Number of validated journey

logs

Proportion of journey logs that

do not pass the validation

1 Jan – 31 Dec 2021 ca. 30.000 6,9 %

1 Jan – 31 Dec 2022 ca. 28.900 6,0 %
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• Political agreement (2018) in Denmark towards strengthening the control with animal
transports.

• For example, if operators would like to edit information provided in the journey log, they
have to submit a new journey log instead and at least 2 days before the intended journey.



Examples of checks in the validation

• Calculation of space (is there sufficient room for the animals?)

• Calculation of journey time (is it realistic? Use of digital tool “map and guide” to calculate)

• Risk for heat/cold stress

• Certain provisions for transports to third countries
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Re-assessing the journey log after the journey (the ”return control”)

• 100 % of Danish transporters are
checked upon completion of transport

• 30 % of foreign transporters are
checked (difficulty of follow-up checks 
after infringements by foreign
transporter).
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Part 1: Planning the journey

The export control center checks for 
changes in the following:

• Place of departure 
• Place of destination 
• Control posts
• Reloadings
• Number of animals
• Space (square meters) on the vehicle
• Transporters
• Signatures 
• ID no., etc.
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Part 2: Place of departure

The export control center checks the 
following:

• The address of the departure point for 
the animals.

• Postal code of the place of departure.
• Date and time of commencement of 

loading of the first animal.
• Number of animals loaded. 
• ID no. of the vehicle 
• Signature of the place of 

departure/farmer/helper.
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Part 3: Place of destination

The export control center checks the 
following:

• ID no. of the vehicle 
• Amount of animals
• Signature of the place of 

destination/veterinarian.
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Part 4: Declaration by the transporter

This is where the transporter must 
account for the trip.

Here, the entire route should be stated, 
including where and when animals have 
been loaded, reloaded, possibly rested, 
been at control points, border crossings, 
unloadings, or if there have been 
deviations along the way.

The entire route is checked to ensure that 
it is within the animals’ allowed journey 
time, calculated from when the first 
animal is loaded onto the vehicle until the 
last animal is unloaded.

Signature from the transport company.

/ Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Fisheries of Denmark - Danish Veterinary and Food Administration / Titel på præsentation12



Part 5: Specimen anomaly report

If there have been any deviations on the 
trip, such as accidents or traffic jams, they 
should be noted on this page. Here, they 
often use section 4, in the section for the 
reason for the deviation.

This page can also be used by the police 
during an inspection.
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After reviewing all the pages in the journey log, the information is compared with the TRACES 
certificate regarding the transport company, vehicle number, number of animals, and an area 
calculation is made, among other things.

Subsequently, an assessment is made based on all the information we have found, to determine 
if the case is okay and can be concluded, or if further information needs to be obtained, such as 
temperature logs or navigation extracts.

We gather information from various sources, such as:
-CHR (Pig Movement/CHR)
-Power F-BI
-Export Portal
-TRACES

According to the political agreement from 2018, GPS printouts must always be retrieved for trips 
with a calculated journey time of over 20 hours.
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Typical infringements in the re-assessment

• Exceeding the allowed journey time:

- Pure journey time
- Extended breaks (for the driver)
- Poorly planned journey
- Accidents along the way
- Disagreement with farmer 

(payments/unloading during night).

• Space requirements

- Small vehicle / larger animals

• Failure to submit correct information 
(retrospective journey log, GPS printouts, 
temperature log, etc.)



Thank you

Dublin, Ireland
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Typical reasons for sanctions

• Failure to re-submit the journey log after 
completing the transport and/or GPS 
printouts/Temp. log.

• Limit for journey time is breached

• Unnecessary extension of the animals’ 
journey time

• Non-compliance with rest at control post

• Space requirements
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