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1. BEFORE THE OUTBREAK

▪ Meeting group of experts « wildlife »  federal + regions : a meeting / year

▪ Communication plateform « Plasur » : epidemiologic surveillance  

▪ March 2018 : National Taskforce ASF : preventive measures, economic impact, ..

▪ Dpt of Environmental and Agricultural Studies, Public Service of Wallonia

▪ Dpt of Infectious Diseases, Wildlife Diseases Unit, Fac Vet Med, University of Liege
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Department of Infectious Diseases - Veterinary Faculty

Wildlife diseases Unit (Liege University)
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June 2018 : seminar for the forest rangers to inform and to train them to collect 

dead WB with respect to traçability and biosecurity measures

just in case …….  ☺

How to package a dead wild boar ………... if infected

© A. Linden



ASF Conferences for → hunters  - April  and June 2018
   → vets - April 2018 - Belgium and GDLux 6
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before September 2018  -    « Peace time »

Passive surveillance for early detection

The key role of forest rangers and hunters

Conferences/brochures/publications
↓

Awareness of the rangers /hunters  



10/09 Buzenol area : rangers detected a dead adult WB + dying juvenile → Vet Faculty

11/09 n = 2 : necropsy + sample collection in the Vet Faculty 

12/09 samples to the ref lab (Sciensano, NRL)  : 2 viropositive (qPCR)

13/09 

 Brussels: crisis meeting (federal + region) : first infected zone

 NRL : diagnostic confirmation

 CVO  →  EU commission 

 Official notification : ADNS, WOAH and press

  

 

14/09 

 First EUVet mission
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FRANCE

September 2018  - notification of the outbreak

Buzenol - Prov. Lux
South-east of Wallonia 
France 12 Km / GD Lux 17 Km



General criteria for the determination ot the ASF status of a country   (Art 15.1.3 Health Code)

▪ ASF-free status for all suidae: Lost (Recovery 1 year after last case)

▪ ASF-free status for domestic pigs/swine: Maintained
BELGIUM
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1. Prevent introduction of the disease into pig farms

2. Prevent spread of the disease among wild boars population

MAIN GOAL - Eradication of the disease in the country



1. Before the outbreak of ASF

2. During the crisis

2.1. Strategic board and Authorities

2.2. Communication from the field / lab → Strategic board

2.3.  Communication with stakeholders
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European Commission
WOAH
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Federal level  
domestic animal health 
food chain safety / Exports 
EU and third country relations
CVO – WOAH delegate

Regional level 
Wildlife health /Farmers/
forest /tourism / hunting/animal 
welfare

Regional 
Minister

ASF Crisis 
board 

(heads of the 

regional authorities)
Technical 

board

ASF Crisis managers

communication
Legislation / 
Regulation

ASF Analysis 
Process

Search  for dead 
wild boar

Fence netwok
Wild boar 

culling
Stakeholder 

concerns
Access to the 

forest
Logistics

Strategic board
Regional authorities, CVO

Scientists, Experts

2. DURING THE CRISIS



1. Before the outbreak of ASF

2. During the crisis

2.1. Strategic board

2.2. Communication from the field / lab → Strategic board

2.3.  Communication with stakeholders
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CONTROL  MEASURES IN WILD BOAR IN BELGIUM (2018_2020)

Goal  → to prevent spread of the disease among 

WB population outside the infected zone

Zoning and restrictions

Carcass search and removal

Fencing

Depopulation (culling / trapping / night shooting / 
single hunting on baiting points 

ZONES II + I ~ 1106 km²
Zone II ~ 572 km²    =   infected zone
Zone I ~ 534 km²   =  white zones



qPCR data

NRL & Uliege

RESULTS

Decisions for
control measures

Adaptation of carto’
Data

 European Commission

Communication to
reg/fed/EU authorities
neighboring countries

operational actors & media

DATABASES

Wild boar 
data

Carto data
Zoning, fences 

& traps

Field Collection 
centres 

Lab

Necropsy data
& tissue samples

Data of found dead & 
culled WB

Carcasses search 
procedure

Continuous search of 
live WB

DEMNA  
ULiege, ULB
NRL, FASFC

ASF crisis board

Communication from the field/lab  →  Strategic board 

DEMNA - SPW
DNF - SPW

Civil Protection

SPW & ULiege
Civil Protection



when a carcass was detected by the carcass search teams

→ GPS location and beaconing - shot/death certificate

→ ID tag

→ quick call to the carcass removal teams (a unique mobile n°)

→ quick call to the vets (WhatsApp) 16
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Communication (1) in the field / found dead 



The carcass removal teams were immediately 

alerted and moved the same day to extract the 

carcasses from the forest
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Active search of carcasses carried out by the administration ( > 56.000 hours of searching) 

1151 carcasses found in the infected zone (Sept 2018 → August 2020) including 801 ASFV+



Communication (1)  in the field / culled or trapped WB

when a WB was culled or trapped 

→ GPS location

→ ID tag

→ shot/death certificate (by forest ranger)

→ packaging (by trained hunters or forest rangers )

→ transport to the collection center
19
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Communication (2)  in the collection centres

Collection Center of Virton - opening in 2018 -  October 8th
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1 technical sheet /wild boar
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Priority cases quickly  transmitted 
to lab and analysed

What’s App between vets 

Direct contact by mobile phone
vet in the center   ↔ vet in the lab



Communication (3)  in the lab

Sciensano Animal Health - NRL
M. Tignon, B. Cay, T. van den Berg
qPCR ASFV on different matrices
internal control beta-actin

> 5 500 qPCR realised

Dpt of Infectious Diseases and
Dpt of Pathology – Pr. D. Desmecht - Fac Vet Medicine
qPCR ASFV for C/D check, sequencing, serology

23
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processing 
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Communication to EU authorities

Wild Boar database
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Quick communication between operators and decision-makers

Detection of a carcass / removal / analysis (2-3 days)

If new positive case detected outside the infected zone

Urgently reported to the Strategic board (1 day – meeting on demand)

Decision-making process (regional/federal authorities and EC)

Strategic board    

Technical board  

Quickly measures in the field (fences or night shots)



1. Before the outbreak of ASF

2. During the crisis

2.1. Strategic board

2.2. Communication from the field / lab → strategic board

2.3.  Communication with stakeholders
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Communication ↔ Authorities
• Federal and regional Ministers in Belgium

• European Commission and WOAH (CVO)

• Neighbouring countries (1 meeting / week)

Communication ↔ Press

Communication ↔ Field operators in the infected zone

• Forest rangers (regional service)

• Hunters

• Tourism associations

• Forestry workers (logging)

• Vets, farmers, village residents

29
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Incentives (50 or 100 € per WB) for approved hunters who have 
received specific training on biosecurity procedures

Voir verso

Communication with hunters - seminars
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Communication with tourism associations and forestry workers (logging) 



There are no outbreaks in domestic swine. 
No domestic and captive swine remain in the initial infected zone 
(decision of the Federal minister of Agriculture to eradicate all domestic 
swine by 2 October 2018). 
Strict measures have been taken for the whole country to prevent 
contamination of domestic swine.
http://www.afsca.be/businesssectors/animalproduction/animalhealth/afr
icanswinefever/#news

> 5000 pigs were culled in the former ‘infected zone’

32

… and Press



1. Before the outbreak of ASF
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Strategic Board → Monitoring committee
Enhanced Passive surveillance is maintained :

Information to hunters (e-mail, brochures, seminars)
 regional Hot line (1718) for carcass notification

▪ ASF in Belgium : First detection in WB in Sept 2018

▪ EU zoning removed in Nov 2020 (+26 months)

▪ Recovery of the free status (WOAH) in Dec 2020
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▪ Before a crisis, potential actors must be identified and communication networks must be functional

▪ During a crisis :

▪ Establish user-friendly & instant networking capacity gathering field operators 

▪ Interconnection & and responsiveness between field / collection centres / lab

▪ Make results available asap  for decision-making and fast implementation (WB database)

▪ Maintain contacts between reg & federal authorities and neighbouring countries

▪ Maintain contact with all the field stakeholders

▪ Systematize regular feed-back communication towards field actors (!)

▪ Devote time and energy to build & maintain trust between all the actors 

▪ After the crisis, monitoring committee and enhanced passive surveillance  

4. KEY POINTS



Thanks for your attention

PROTECTION CIVILE 
Federal Agency for the Safety 

of the Food Chain
35
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