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WOAH National Wildlife Focal Points
An integral part of the WOAH Wildlife Health Effort in Europe and the World 



WOAH National Wildlife Focal Points



• The Assembly re-iterated  the importance of the Focal Points for Information on Animal Diseases

• In addition, requested nomination of other Focal Points as well: 

• Animal disease notification 

• Wildlife

• Aquatic animal diseases 

• Animal welfare 

• Animal production food safety

• Veterinary products and antimicrobial products

• Communication 

• Laboratories (added later)

2008: 76th General Session, 

World Assembly of Delegates, WOAH/OIE



• The Assembly re-iterated  the importance of the Focal Points for Information on Animal Diseases

• In addition, requested nomination of other Focal Points as well: 

• Animal disease notification 

• WILDLIFE

• Aquatic animal diseases 

• Animal welfare 

• Animal production food safety

• Veterinary products and antimicrobial products

• Communication 

• Laboratories (added later)

2008: 76th General Session, 

World Assembly of Delegates, WOAH/OIE



WOAH National Wildlife Focal Points



The WOAH National Wildlife Focal Points (WFP) are part of the bigger WOAH Wildlife Family

WOAH
Working Group on Wildlife

National Focal Points for Wildlife

WOAH
Wildlife Expert Network

WOAH
Wildlife Partners

WOAH
Wildlife Collaborating Centres

WOAH
Wildlife Health Programme

WOAH
EBO-SURSY Project

Disease 
Notification 

System

Standards
Guidelines



The WOAH National Wildlife Focal Point (WFP) is part of the bigger 

WOAH Wildlife Family

Thus, the WFP contributes to the WOAH Wildlife Team Effort

The WFP can also tap into the various other components of the WOAH 

Wildlife Team effort, including its available expertise and developed tools



What is the role of the WOAH National Wildlife Focal Point 

(WFP) towards improving wildlife health 

in Europe and around the globe? 

WFP Terms of Reference (TORs)



NETWORKING 

with relevant / wildlife experts within their 
country

COOPERATION and COMMUNICATION 

with relevant national authorities where 
responsibilities are shared

COLLECTION AND REPORTING 

of wildlife disease information through the 
WOAH-WAHIS system and the upcoming 

Wildlife Disease Reporting System

CONTACT POINT 

for WOAH Relevant Departments to provide 
and receive information on wildlife health

IN-COUNTRY CONSULTATION PROCESS 

with expert network on proposed draft 
standards

COMMENTS on meeting reports and 
proposals for new WOAH standards and 

guidelines for the National Delegate



• Act as a contact point on matters related to information on 
wildlife, including wildlife disease:

• WOAH World Animal Health Information and Analysis 
Department 

• WOAH Preparedness and Resilience Department

• Other WOAH Departments 

• Receive Reports from the WOAH Headquarters, Regional 
Offices, and Sub-regional Offices

• Of the Working Group on Wildlife and other relevant reports 
(E.g: Scientific Commission for Animal Diseases) 

• Related to wildlife or livestock–wildlife interface 

• Conduct the in-country consultation process with relevant 
experts on draft texts of standards dealing with wildlife health

CONTACT POINT 

for OIE Relevant Departments to 
provide and receive information on 

wildlife health

IN-COUNTRY CONSULTATION PROCESS 

with expert network on proposed 
draft standards



to prepare comments for the Delegate: 

• on relevant meeting reports

• on the proposals for new OIE standards and guidelines 
related to wildlife

• reflecting the scientific view and position of the individual 
OIE Member and/or the Region

COMMENTS on meeting reports and 

proposals for new WOAH Standards 

and Guidelines for the National 

Delegate

The Terms of Reference for OIE Focal Point on Wildlife are being reviewed. There will be a 
chance for Focal Points to discuss the ToR at the Intermediate Cycle in September 2021.



WOAH WILDLIFE HEALTH FRAMEWORK



The Terms of Reference for WOAH Focal Points for Wildlife are currently being updated.

The Updated Terms of Reference for WOAH Focal Points for Wildlife will be shared in 2023



➢Training Policy Leaders (National Focal Points) in Wildlife Health 

➢Hundreds of National-level Policy Leaders (National Wildlife Focal Points) trained

➢In the last 10 years across the globe

Capacity Building (Training) for WOAH National Wildlife 
Focal Points

Training National Level Leaders in Wildlife Health 



• The training is conducted in cycles

• The first cycle was conducted in 2008

• We are currently in the 6th Cycle of the Training Program (2022-2023)

• Each cycle focused on a major topic related to wildlife 

disease surveillance and included the organisation of training per region 

across the globe

Capacity Building (Training) for the Focal points for 
Wildlife



Training Manuals from 

all 6 cycles are available online 



12, rue de Prony, 75017 Paris, France

T. +33 (0)1 44 15 19 49

F. +33 (0)1 42 67 09 87

woah@woah.int

www.woah.org

Facebook

Twitter

Instagram

LinkedIn

YouTube

Flickr

Thank you

https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
https://twitter.com/OIEAnimalHealth
https://www.instagram.com/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OIEVideo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oie-photos/sets/
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