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Preamble

• It is the first time that ASF has been detected in a
Mediterranean mountainous area;

• By now the eradication strategy applied has been
developed through modelling and descriptive
statistics using data obtained ned through field
epidemiological studies and best practices gained
from infected areas during the past 9 years.

• Areas with low population density (from 2 to
0,5/WB/KM2) and long winters with high survival of
the virus;
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Cronology of first events 
1. 29/12/2021 - detection of a wb carcass by veterinary service and sample 

collection

2. 05/01/2022 – screening test positive to ASF carried out by the Istituto 
Zooprofilattico Sperimentale of Piedmont, Liguria and Valle d’Aosta 
Regions(IZSPLV), in a wild boar carcass found in Ovada (Piedmont)

3. 07/01/2022 – Confirmation by CEREP - Genotype II ASFV (In Sardinia 
Genotype I)

4. 07/01/2022 – Notification to EU and OIE

a) Local Crisis Unit meeting (Piedmont Region, IZSPLV, hunters 
organization…..)

b) Suspicion in other 2 wild boars in Isola del Cantone (Liguria) and 
Fraconalto (Piedmont)

c) ASF Expert group meeting with definition of the Infected Zone
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Cronology of first events
1. 7 January - Letter to Region Authorities to temporarily 

suspend the health certifications of slaughtered pork and 
pork-based products, if these are intended for third 
countries with which there is a health agreement and/or a 
health certificate that provides ASF free recognition of the 
whole country, with immediate effect

2. 10/01/2022 – Central Crisis Unit meeting

a) Confirmation of cases N.2 and N.3

3. 11/01/2022 - Notification to EU of cases n. 2 and 3

4. 11-13 January - MoH and CEREP Mission to Piedmont and 
Liguria 
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Cronology of first events
1. 11/01/2022 – Ministerial Provision: Establishment of the enlarged Infected Area 

2. 15-16 January – starting of active searching of wild boars carcasses mainly in the external 
areas of the Infected Zone and neighbouring regions (Emilia Romagna, Lombardy and 
Tuscany) with the strong involvement of volounteer hunters
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Updated map to 18/02/2022

The infected zone is 2811km2

SAMPLES TESTED POSITIVE

Liguria 101 18

Piemonte 205 20

TOTAL 306 38



Diagnostics issues
National Reference Laboratory provided the viral confirmation of screening diagnosis 
carried out by Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale  of Torino (Real time PCR)

Viral isolation performed by National Reference Laboratory (OIE – Manual)

Sequence analysis of isolated virus ASF VIRUS GENOTYPE II confirmed by EURL (VP72)

Clinical investigation (experimental infection)
First symptoms 3-5 days post infection
Euthanasia (for welfare reasons) on moribund animals at 7°
day  post infection
High Virulence strain

Further investigation - full genome sequencing       NGS - Sanger - MinION

https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=DChcSEwj06_ik39v1AhUZqncKHefEC-gYABABGgJlZg&ohost=www.google.com&cid=CAESWuD24QXHmGn6sCa0dyc2DTwgknBmF8rHbV7CZR05WRCbq268BJoo-Z33g-uPMM7Wfjf0wpveDpE4bRXWYfODhrV5gYWe4PTlxES0R2c9HC8GF4rlEM-5EGKWog&sig=AOD64_270Bd3FWIDiRoX-nBw8bfGwUb8GQ&ved=2ahUKEwjo6fCk39v1AhVJKuwKHcD3DqsQqyQoAHoECAMQBQ&adurl=
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Measures taken 

In accordance with Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2021/605; 
Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/687;  Prevention and surveillance ASF 
National Plan; Manual of ASF emergency in wild population
• Institution of Central Crisis Unit

•Ministerial Provision 11/01/2022: Establishment of the enlarged Infected 
Area 

•Order of Ministry of Health in agreement with Ministry of Agriculture, 
Food and Forestry policies 13/01/2022: Prohibition of hunting and other 
activities in the infected area

• Regional orders (Emilia Romagna and Lombardia): Prohibition of hunting 
and other activities in neighboring areas 
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Measures taken 
• 18/01/2022 Ministerial Provision: measures to be applied on the basis of the 

involvement of territories on the disease and informative channels:
oInfected area

o10 km Neighbouring zones 

oother regions 

• 16/02/2022: Decree Law n. 9/2022: Urgent measures to stop the spread of ASF
o Regions have to adopt a surveillance and eradication plan against ASF both for domestic and 

wild animals based on the National plan and the Manual of ASF Emergency in wild boars 
population

o Identification of an Extraordinary Commissioner for the implementation and coordination of 
measures to contain and contrast the spread of ASF
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Controls by zones



Ministerial Provision 18/01/2022
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INFECTED AREA
• Hunting and other outdoor activities  prohibition

• Active wild boars carcasses searching starting from borders

• Management and disposal of carcasses

• Pig farm census

• Depopulation of at-risk farms, included industrial farms and backyard farms, 
in the infected area and 6 months stop of reproduction and restocking

• Stop of live pigs, pig meat products and ABPs movements

• Virological test in pigs found dead (art. 9, paragraph 1, Delegated Regulation 
(EU) 2020/689



Ministerial Provision 18/01/2022
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Neighbouring zones (10 km)
• Enhancement of passive surveillance 
• Virological test in pigs found dead 
• Regulation of hunting and outdoor activities
• Census of pig farms and immediate update of National Database 
• Enhancement of biosecurity measures (Annex II Implementation Regulation 

(EU) 2021/605), and checks starting from semi-wild farms by specific 
checklist filled out in ClassyFarm system

• Prohibition of movement of wild boars caught in protected areas and other 
wildlife establishments other than that aimed at slaughtering;

• Enhancement of checks on pigs movements



Ministerial Provision 18/01/2022
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OTHER REGIONS
• Census of pig farms and immediate update of National 

Database 

• Prohibition of movement of wild boars caught in protected 
areas and other wildlife establishments

• Enhancement of biosecurity measures at pig farms

• Checks of biosecurity measures, starting from semi-wild farms

• Obligation of fences in semi-wild farms and individual 
identification of all breeders present there



Ministerial Provision 18/01/2022
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Regional 
and local 
Authorities  
in Infected 
Zone

Are responsible to apply the measures and controls, also involving 
private vets, Police Forces, hunting  and volunteers organizations and 
other formally appointed figures

. 
In IZ any wild boar carcass found has to be classified as suspect 
in the veterinary informative systems for animal diseases 
SINVSA and SIMAN. 

Out of the IZ only carcasses of wild or domestic pigs showing 
symptoms or lesions suggesting ASF  has to be classified as 
suspected.

Weekly report on carcasses searching.



Research of carcasses in Piedmont and Liguria
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EUVET mission 7-11 February 2022
• In the infected area the eradication of the virus through the gradual 

decrease of the ASF incidence is not achievable because the strategy 
is based on the probability that about 80% of infected wild boar 
carcasses are constantly found and safely removed

• According to the local CA and the EUVET Team, to find and remove 
80% of the carcasses in this habitat is simply impossible due to:  
o the dense vegetation;

o the orography with long and steep valleys resembling canyons;  

o the size of the involved area

o the synanthropised wild boar population
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EUVET recommendations
• Signals that aware people about risks 

linked to the presence of the virus have 
to be applied in the Infected Zone, 
included all municipalities

• Signals have to be posed at any road 
entrance and around the main villages, 
towns, cities and whenever roads 
further  enter in  the infected area



ASF virus could be eradicated using fences only

High way
White area
Buffer fence
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EUVET recommendations

IMMEDIATELY reinforce the highway fences (both)

ASAP build a BUFFER FENCE

And in the meanwhile…



EUVET recommendations

• Build and bait traps in the infected area (initially 1/2000-2500 ha) 

• Passive surveillance targeting specific spots as known wild boar 
abundance, water (rivers, streams); considering financial support;

• Wild boar reduction plan for outside the infected area;

• Accurately check the validity of the eradication strategy and 
accordingly set short, medium and long term eradication switches 
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Depopulation Recommendation
• Inside the infected zone: hunting prohibited. Any animal 

caughted or killed has to be tested and safely disposed 
whatever test result

• Outside the white and infected areas  hunting is allowed but 
under strict biosecurity measures

• Wild boar hunting methods applied according to the 
epidemiological situation but single hunting is always 
supported and facilitated. 

• each hunted wild boar has to be tested (negatives can be eaten 
inside the hunting area)
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Pet pigs

• Check/reinforce register 

• Regular visits to verify presence and health status
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Communication examples – MoH and Region 
websites
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THANK YOU
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