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Learning Outcomes

▪ After this course participants will be able to know the relevant provisions and 
recommendations in the Terrestrial Code :

• related to maintenance of FMD free status

• on surveillance of FMD required  for the continued maintenance of FMD free status

• that require annual submission of documented evidence with reconfirmations of status

• for trade (importation of commodities and virus inactivation) required for maintenance of FMD 
status

• for maintenance of status important to early warning systems and diseases reporting including 
awareness programmes

▪ Know the importance of confirming the situation in the non-contiguous territories 
having the same status



Maintenance…

Outline

▪ Specific requirements of the Terrestrial Code for maintenance of 
official FMD free status (with vs without vaccination)

▪ Surveillance for maintenance 

as important as recognition !!!



True or False?

a) An application for recognition is voluntary 

but an annual reconfirmation is mandatory 

for all OIE Members;

b) An application for recognition is voluntary 

but an annual reconfirmation is mandatory 

for Members with an officially recognised 

disease status 

c) Only new status applications are endorsed by 

the OIE Assembly in May each year

d) Annual reconfirmations are not applicable to 

official control programmes



The basis for annual reconfirmations

▪ The OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code and Resolution no.15 of 2020 Adapted 
Procedure
• Standards in the relevant diseases specific chapters:

Adopted by the World Assembly of OIE Delegates, which constitutes the Organisation's highest 
decision-making body.

AHS: point 5 of Article 12.1.2 BSE risk:      Articles 11.4.3. and 11.4.4

CBPP: Article 11.5.3., & Article 11.5.18. CSF             Article 15.2.3.

FMD:  8.8.2 and 8.8.3, & Article 8.8.39. PPR:           Article 14.7.3. & Article 14.7.34.
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Harmonisation and  update the requirements for 
recognition and maintenance of status 



Chapter 8.8. of the Terrestrial Code



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
required for Retention on the List

• In accordance with the Terrestrial Code:

▪ surveillance

▪ regulatory measures

▪ system for preventing the entry of FMDv

▪ control of the movement of susceptible animals & products

▪ Absence of introduction of vaccinated animals (for free without)

▪ emergency planning

• To ensure continued maintenance

Screening & evaluation of Annual Reconfirmations



Surveillance for maintenance of freedom

▪ Terrestrial Code Chapter 1.4. Animal Health Surveillance in addition to the 
disease specific surveillance requirements 

▪ Notifiable and the legal basis for being notifiable countrywide

▪ Early warning system for all relevant species

• Investigation of suspected cases - Criteria for raising suspicions

• Appropriate reporting and communication - Lab diagnostic test and follow up

▪ Designed to prevent and early detect the presence of infection and 
transmission of disease

• (clinical, serological, virological or combination of these)



Surveillance for maintenance of freedom

▪ Adapted to the evolution of the countries’ FMD status

Likelihood of occurrence of infection

• Risk-based 

▪ Measures to prevent the introduction of FMD

▪ Awareness campaigns and simulation exercises



Targeted surveillance in free countries or zones

▪ Aim is to enhance early detection and prevent spread of disease

▪ Examples include inspection or testing of:

• Animals showing clinical signs or suspicions of FMD (non-vaccinated)

• Imported animals and their products

• Animals on border with country or zone not officially FMD-free, high-risk 
subpopulations 

• Herds with increased abortion, mortalities in young calves, reduced milk yield



Non-contiguous territories 

▪ RESOLUTION No 15 of the 2020 Adapted Procedure:

• Applicable to those that have the same status as the mainland as submitted with 
a new application

• Members should document and clarify aspects of Veterinary Services and the 
specific animal health situation in non-contiguous territories covered by the 
same Veterinary Authority.

• Important for transparency in international trade



Relationship between threat and vulnerability

▪ Biosecurity is expensive
• Usually tailored to the threat
• Compliance can vary in different sectors of production
• A potential vulnerability

▪ If threat increases, biosecurity can be ramped up
• Part of contingency planning
• If you do nothing, the risk of an outbreak will increase

▪ Increased surveillance does NOT prevent incursion
• But it DOES inform your biosecurity 

contingency planning and actions

Threat:

Foot and 
mouth disease

Asset:

Livestock

Vulnerability
:

Gaps in 
biosecurity

Managing risk



Learning outcomes

▪ Basis for Annual reconfirmations:  Terrestrial Code and Resolutions of 
the Assembly

▪ Obligatory for Members having a status or official control programme

▪ Annual submission of documented evidence with reconfirmations of 
status for some diseases

▪ Surveillance requirements for maintenance of diseases status and 
Terrestrial Code requirements

▪ Information regarding animal health situation of none-contigious
territories



Additional Resources

▪ Resolutions adopted by the World Assembly of the Delegates of the OIE -
Adapted Procedure, May-June 2020
• RESOLUTION No 15: Procedures for Members for the official recognition and maintenance of animal health status of 

certain animal diseases or risk status of bovine spongiform encephalopathy and for the endorsement of official 
control programmes

▪ Sets out the obligation to submit, during the month of November of each year relevant information as
prescribed in the Terrestrial Code and that the Scientific Commission is satisfied that the requirements continue
to be met. And that if a Member having an officially recognised animal health status or an endorsed official
control programme for CBPP, FMD, PPR or dog-mediated rabies, has failed to comply with the conditions for
maintenance of this status or endorsement as prescribed, the Member is deleted from the list of officially
recognised Members or zones or from the list of Members having an endorsed official control programme
presented yearly to the Assembly for adoption. Also reporting the animal health situation in non-contiguous
territories of a Member.

▪ Inforgraphics: https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/infographics/
• How to maintain your disease-free status   

• Disease surveillance key for OIE official diseases status

▪ Quiz

https://www.oie.int/fileadmin/Home/eng/About_us/docs/pdf/Session/2020/A_RESO_2020.pdf
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/infographics/
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