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16t h Conference
of the O E Regi onal Conm ssion for Europe
St ockhol m (Sweden), 28 June - 1 July 1994

RECOMVENDATI ON No. 1

Control and prevention of Salmonella infection in livestock

CONSI DERI NG THAT

Sal monel l a-infected livestock is directly or indirectly one of the nmjor
sources of the increasing nunber of salnonella infections in man,

Control of Salrmonella infection in livestock farms is an inportant part of
preharvest pathogen reduction schemes being introduced to inprove neat
i nspection and food control

Certain, and especially the host-adapted, serovars of Salnonella can cause
econom cally inportant disease in animals; and nost serovars of Sal nonella
that infect animals can cause sal nonellosis in hunans,

The control and prevention of Salnmonella infection should not be directed
only at those serovars causing di sease in animals,

Special attention should be directed to S. Enteritidis and S. Typhimurium
particularly in poultry. However, this should not divert attention from
other serovars such as S. Dublin which can be highly pathogenic to hunmans,

The level of Salnonella infection in livestock can be controlled and
reduced by the use of avail able know edge and technol ogy and by application
of well-known basic concepts for disease control and husbandry. Specia
attention should be directed to appropriate hygiene, managenent and
infection control particularly in large units,
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THE O E REG ONAL COWM SSI ON FOR EURGCPE

RECOMVENDS THAT

Conpetent authorities shoul d:

1.

Formul ate progressive limts on the preval ence of Sal nobnella infection
in animals and Sal nonella contam nation of food of animal origin and
animal feed, and should, in cooperation with producers, industry and
consunmers, formulate priorities, objectives, and strategies for
control programres.

Direct effort at <controlling Salmonella infections in animls by
applying nmethods that have been shown to be effective. In this
connection, sone guidelines for the control of salnonellae of public
health significance have been and are being prepared by the Wrld
Heal th Organi sation

Col l ect epidemological data concerning the true incidence and
preval ence of salmonellosis, Salmonella infection in animals and
Sal nonel l a contamni nation of feedstuffs, carcasses and food of animal
origin. Cooperation should be established with the bodies conducting
di sease surveillance in humans in order to establish the true
incidence of food-borne diseases originating from food of anim
origin.

Pl ace enphasis on informng livestock producers regarding basic
principles of hygiene, husbandry, managenent, and other specific
actions necessary for control of Sal nonella infection.

Direct research at the evaluation and application of nethods for the
di agnosi s, prevention and control of Salmonella infection in
i ndi vi dual regions, as well as in different types of aninma
production. Furthermore information regarding research results and
practi cal experience should be exchanged.

(Adopted by the OE Regional Commission for Europe on 1 July 1994 during
its 16th Conference and endorsed by the International Conmittee of the AE
on 17 May 1995)

63rd GS PARI S/ May 1995



- 99 -

16t h Conference
of the O E Regi onal Conm ssion for Europe
St ockhol m (Sweden), 28 June - 1 July 1994

RECOMVENDATI ON No. 2

Harmonisation of activities of the Veterinary Servicesin Europe,
with special respect to principles of certification and to accreditation of European laboratories
and the mutual recognition of analysisresults

CONSI DERI NG THAT

The Menmber Countries of the OE Regional Comm ssion for Europe recognise
that it is necessary to reduce to a mininmumthe technical obstacles to free
movenent of animals and ani mal products wthin Europe,

In order to overconme these obstacles it is necessary to minimse barriers
associated with differences in standardi sation, organisation and culture,

Har noni sation of certification and recognition of |aboratories and their
test results cannot succeed wthout mutual recognition of the relevant
nati onal regul ations and procedures,

Confi dence requires transparency and is an indi spensable el enment for nmnutual
recognition of national standards concerning certification and the results
of laboratory tests,

For the purpose of standardisation, it would be preferable to have a
European reference infrastructure, with veterinary conpetence,

The Ofice International des Epizooties has solid and recogni sed experience
in the harnonisation of international veterinary standards governing
i nternati onal exchange of animals and ani nal products,

In Europe there are other organisations devoted to standardisation within
the field of certification and testing of |aboratories, and these could
contribute to international veterinary standardi sation,

The principles of harnonisation of regulations within the European Union
coul d provide a valuabl e reference,

The Federation of Veterinarians in Europe has drawn up principles of

certification which could form a useful basis for st andar di sati on
activities,
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THE O E REG ONAL COWM SSI ON FOR EURGCPE

RECOMVENDS THAT

1.

In Europe, acceptance of international veterinary certification and
| aboratory testing procedures should be based on nutual recognition of
certificates, which should be issued and controlled by Veterinary
Services. The Veterinary Services should foll ow harnoni sed standards
of certification and of approval of |aboratories, which should be
accredited according to internationally recogni sed standards.

The O fice International des Epizooties, by reason of the worldw de
role it plays in veterinary standardisation, be the reference
infrastructure for Europe for harnonising activities in international
certification, approval of |aboratories, and testing procedures.

The OE International Animal Health Code and Standards Conmi ssions
shoul d consider using standards of the series EN 45000 to evaluate
international veterinary certification and testing |aboratories, and
the appropriateness of instituting an Ad hoc G oup for this purpose.

The Ofice International des Epizooties should utilise the "twelve
principles" presented to the 16th Conference of the OE Regional
Conmi ssion for Europe as a starting point for developing a system for
har moni sation of international veterinary certification in Europe.

The OE should enter into agreements with European organisations for
standardi sation for the joint development of nornms related to
har moni sation of international veterinary certification, and approval
of | aboratories and di agnostic procedures.

(Adopted by the OE Regional Commission for Europe on 1 July 1994 during
its 16th Conferenceand endorsed by the International Conmttee of the OE
on 17 May 1995)
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