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Maintenance…
• as important as recognition!!!

• need substantial and continuous efforts

Efforts related to status recognition 
and control plans endorsement do not stop
when the evaluation is finished



Outline

▪ Specific requirements of the Terrestrial Code 
for maintenance of official FMD free status 
(with vs without vaccination)

▪ Surveillance for maintenance 

▪ Feedback from evaluation of FMD annual 
reconfirmations
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Chapter 8.8. of the Terrestrial Code



Scientific Commission & 
OIE Headquarters

02/2017: SCAD confirmed the need to harmonise and update the
requirements for recognition and maintenance of status
02/2018: approach for the harmonization agreed between the Commission
02/2019: work programme established and agreed betwwn the Commissions
for the harmonisation work in disease-specific chapters (PPR finalised)



On-line system for annual reconfirmation
▪ http://www.oie.int/annual-reconfirmation

▪ You can access the on-line system only with the Delegate’s credentials for 
WAHIS

▪ Tutorial available at: http://www.oie.int/reconfirmation-tutorial

http://www.oie.int/annual-reconfirmation
http://www.oie.int/reconfirmation-tutorial


On-line system for annual reconfirmation



• In accordance with the Terrestrial Code:
▪ surveillance

▪ regulatory measures

▪ system for preventing the entry of FMDv

▪ control of the movement of susceptible animals & products

▪ emergency planning

• To ensure long-term maintenance

Screening & evaluation of Annual Reconfirmations
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Surveillance for maintenance of freedom

▪ Terrestrial Code Chapter 1.4. Animal Health Surveillance 

▪ Notifiable; early warning system for all relevant species

▪ Adapted to the evolution of the countries’ FMD status
• Likelihood of occurrence of infection

▪ Targeted to early detect the presence of infection

▪ Risk-based 
• Geographical, high-risk subpopulations (i.e. high density areas, border 

with infected areas, etc.)

▪ Appropriate follow-up of FMD suspicions

▪ Awareness campaigns and simulation exercises



Targeted surveillance in free countries

▪ Aim is to enhance early detection and spread

▪ Examples include:
• Testing of animals showing clinical signs of FMD (non-vaccinated)

• Testing of imported animals and their products

• Testing of animals on border with country not officially FMD-free

• Testing of herds with increased abortion, mortalities in young calves, 
reduced production of milk



Changes in level of threat?

▪ an emergence or an increase in the prevalence of FMD in 
countries or zones from which live animals or products are 
imported;

▪ an increase in the prevalence of FMD in adjacent countries or 
zones;

▪ an increased entry from, or exposure to, infected susceptible 
populations of adjacent countries or zones.
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▪ Surveillance
• Early warning/detection system

• FMD suspicions reported in the corresponding year

• Criteria for raising FMD suspicion

• Awareness campaigns or simulation exercises conducted

• Type of surveillance (clinical, serological, virological or combination)

• Number of suspected cases, if any

• Follow-up testing and/or investigations to exclude FMD and reach a final 
differential diagnosis

• Vaccination coverage and population immunity

• Regulatory measures to prevent the entry of FMDV

• Control of the movement of susceptible animals and their 

▪ CONCISE and ACCURATE!

Screening & evaluation of Annual Reconfirmations
Common shortcomings
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