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OIE STANDARDS ON ANIMAL WELFARE 

Terrestrial Animal Health Code: Section 7 
(http://www.oie.int/en/international-standard-setting/terrestrial-code/access-online/) 

• Introduction to the recommendations for animal welfare (2003) 

• Transport of animals by land (2005) 

• Transport of animals by sea (2005) 

• Transport of animals by air (2005) 

• Slaughter of animals (2005) 

• Killing of animals for disease control purposes (2005) 

• Control of stray dog populations (2009) 

• Use of animals in research and education (2010) 

• Animal welfare and beef cattle production systems (2012) 

• Animal welfare and broiler chicken production systems (2013) 

• Animal welfare and dairy cattle production systems (2015) 

• Welfare of working equids (2016) 

Aquatic Animal Health Code: Section 7 – 5 chapters 
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OIE REGIONAL STRATEGIES ON 

ANIMAL WELFARE 

Regional strategies for the implementation of OIE 
standards by Member Countries 
Asia, Americas, Middle-East and the OIE platform on 

animal welfare for Europe, 

Address the specific needs of each region. 

 

Purpose: improve animal health and welfare by 
promoting the development and adoption of OIE animal 
welfare standards.  

 



OIE PLATFORM ON ANIMAL WELFARE FOR EUROPE 

• Initiated by National Animal Welfare Focal Points (regional 
seminar in Ukraine in 2012 and Teramo in 2013), 
– to develop a mechanism to facilitate better application of OIE animal 

welfare standards in the whole region.  

• 80th General Session, 2012.  
– Technical item for next Reg Conf: «Regional steps towards common Animal 

Welfare approach in Europe» 

• 25th Regional Conference for Europe (Germany, Sep 2012) 
– Concept Note for a regional mechanism for animal welfare in Europe was 

discussed and then adopted. 
– to develop European animal welfare strategy and  
– to establish Steering Group on animal welfare for Europe,  

• to be engaged to develop a detailed action plan for priority topics for the first 
three years.  

• The OIE launched in 2013 a regional Platform on animal welfare 
for Europe  



http://rpawe.oie.int   

 

http://rpawe.oie.int/


OIE PLATFORM ON ANIMAL WELFARE FOR EUROPE 

Objectives:  

• Improve animal welfare in Europe 

• Empower Veterinary Services to take action on AW: 

a) Raise awareness and achieve high level of understanding of 
animal welfare in the European region;  

b) Progressively advance with the implementation of the OIE 
standards on animal welfare; and  

c) Encourage the participation in the OIE standards setting 
process. 



 Objectives    Action Plan 

Improve AW in Europe   (first) 2014 – 2016  adopted in Dec 2013 

Empower VS to take actions in AW 

- Raise awareness 

- Improve implementation 

- Improve standard setting 

  

  3 priority topics: 

- Transport (long distance) (chapter 7.3) 

- Slaughter (chapter 7.5) 

- Stray dog pop. control (chapter 7.7) 

(more than 20 activities) 

 Governance   
 Budget 

- Steering Group (15 Members – Member 

countries: RU/SB/TK/IR/SP) 

- Observers 

- Secretariat (OIE sub-regional Representation in 

Brussels) 

  - 3 year budget: approx 450 K€ 

- EU + several other donors have joined 

- In-kind contributions from hosting countries 

- World animal health and welfare Fund 

OIE PLATFORM ON ANIMAL WELFARE FOR EUROPE 

AT A GLANCE… 



1st Action Plan (2014 – 2016) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Slaughter 
1st ToT Workshop 
on T&S 

2nd ToT Workshop 
on T&S 

Evaluation of the 
Workshops on 
T&S 

Long distance 
Transport by land  

Preparation of 
training modules 

ToT workshop on 
long distance 
transport 

‘Whole journey’ 
seminar 

Stray dogs 
Self-assessment 
tool (SAM Tool) 

Regional initiative 
for the Balkans 
(includ Campaign) 

Regional initiative 
for West Eurasia 

Governance / 
collaboration  

Steering 
committee 
meetings 

Platform website 
 

Consultation 
meetings (1st; 2nd) 

Topics Activities 

2nd Action Plan (2017 – 2019) – under development 

Evaluations of 
ToT Workshops 



OIE SELF-EVALUATION AND MONITORING TOOL 

 Articles turned into questions ( 
questionnaire with 32 questions) 

 Objectives:  to measure and improve 
compliance  with Chapter 7.7 

 Developed with the support of IZSAM Teramo 
 Online questionnaire 

http://oiestraydogs.izs.it/limesurvey/w/p2
/index.html 

 To be used as a self-assessment (full / partial / 
insufficient compliance)  

 Identification of weak areas for improvement 
(and thereby the design of Roadmaps) 
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OIE SELF-EVALUATION AND MONITORING TOOL 

OIE stray dog self-assessment and 
monitoring tool (SAM Tool) 

Specific rabies section added in 2015 
Other possible updated 

Online tool 



Use of the results 

• Online first stray dog self –assessment in the 
Balkans: first semester 2015  
 

• Online first stray dog self –assessment in West 
Eurasia: first semester 2016 (Russian version)  

 

OIE SELF-EVALUATION AND MONITORING TOOL 

Regional Report: 
For partners / 
stakeholders 

(list a series of CB 
activities that could 

be supported by 
regional partners in 

support of 
countries efforts 

National Report:  
For countries 

(provides a series of 
activities to build a 

first 3-year 
Roadmap) 

[prepared for 10 
Balkans countries] 



REGIONAL INITIATIVE FOR THE BALKANS (SDB) 

 Kick-off: First regional Stray dog Workshop, Bucharest / Romania, June 
2014 (SDB1) – 11 countries 
 
 

Main outcomes: 

• A common vision at Sub-Regional level was agreed: 
“to become fully compliant with the OIE Standard on stray dog population control by 2025” 
(implying that the stray dog population is reduced to an acceptable level and the risk of 
transmission of rabies and other zoonoses to humans through stray dogs is mitigated) 

• Development of National Roadmaps to achieve the Vision by addressing the identified key 
challenges 

• Organisation of follow-up (SDB) Workshops every 2 years to monitor the progress using the OIE 
Self-Assessment and Monitoring Tool (SAM) 

Vision achieved 

(2025) 

SDB1 

June 2014 

SDB2 

June 2016 

SAM1 

Feb 2015 

SDBx 

SDB2 (Tirana, Albania, June 2016 
 

Objective: to build national roadmaps 
(2016-2018) to achieve the vision 

Enhanced rabies focus (in link with the 
global framework for the elimination on 

dog-mediated rabies  

Agreed Vision by countries:  
to become compliant with OIE chapter 7.7 by 2025 

SDB1 (Bucharest, Romania, June 2014 
 

Objective: to define and agree on a 
regional Vision 

To present the Chapter 7.7 and the SAM 
tool 

To discuss initial needs and gaps 



OIE REGIONAL STRAY DOG ROADMAP 
 FOR THE BALKANS (SDB) 

Agreed Vision by 11 countries:  
To become compliant with OIE chapter 7.7 by 2025 



REGIONAL PROGRAM OF ELIMINATION OF RABIES 
• EU funded with national contributions 
• Implementation of Oral Rabies Vaccination from 2010 (ongoing) 
• High efficiency,  
• Significant decrease of Rabies cases in domestic and wild animal 

population 



Legislation 
seminars 

SDB1 
(2014) 

SDB2 
(2016) 

Partners / 
stakeholders 

SDB3 
(2018) 

• OIE REGIONAL STRAY DOG ROADMAP 
 FOR THE BALKANS (SDB) 



• Launched on 13 May 2016 by Monique Eloit, OIE DG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Followed by Balkan countries and territories 

 
 

 

 

 

OIE STRAY DOG AWARENESS CAMPAIGN  
IN THE BALKANS 

Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, fYROM, Greece,  
Montenegro, Romania,  Serbia and Kosovo*, Turkey 

*This designation is without prejudice to position on status, and is in line with UN Security Council Resolution 
1244/99 and the International Court of Justice Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of independence  



 

• Aim of the OIE Campaign  

• Progressive decreasing of dog abandonment on the streets 

• Sustainable dog population management in whole region 

 

 

 

OIE STRAY DOG AWARENESS CAMPAIGN  
IN THE BALKANS 

*This designation is without prejudice to position on status, and is in line with UN Security Council Resolution 
1244/99 and the International Court of Justice Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of independence  



• Campaign material developed (in collaboration 
with the Communication Agency) 
• In English 

• In local languages 

 

• ‘Be his hero’ slogan 

 

• https://www.facebook.com/Behishero-Balkans  

 

• ‘Campaign Package’ prepared by the OIE, 
delivered to the OIE Delegates (in their 
national language) in charge of implementing 
the Campaign at national level 

 

OIE STRAY DOG AWARENESS CAMPAIGN  
IN THE BALKANS 
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https://www.facebook.com/Behishero-Balkans-842667212534003/
https://www.facebook.com/Behishero-Balkans-842667212534003/
https://www.facebook.com/Behishero-Balkans-842667212534003/
https://www.facebook.com/Behishero-Balkans-842667212534003/
https://www.facebook.com/Behishero-Balkans-842667212534003/


Campaign Package 
 

 Campaign logo 

 Poster (different formats) 

 Leaflet  

 Questionnaire for responsible 
dog acquisition 

 Web banner 

 Template Facebook page 

 Sample scripts for radio spots 

 Press release 

 Special kit for schools (stickers, 
game book for children, and a 
PPT for teachers) 

 

OIE STRAY DOG AWARENESS CAMPAIGN  
IN THE BALKANS 



• Campaign leaders (nationally) 
• OIE Delegate 

• OIE Focal Point for AW 

• OIE Focal Point for COM 

 

• Stakeholders 
• local authorities 

• private veterinarians 

• pet shops 

• schools 

• non-governmental organizations 

journalists 

OIE STRAY DOG AWARENESS CAMPAIGN  
IN THE BALKANS 



OIE STRAY DOG AWARENESS CAMPAIGN  
IN THE BALKANS 

Implementation 
 

• First evaluation (November 
2016; questionnaire; 
qualitative – indicators?) 

• High level of national 
participation 

• Different level of 
implementation 

• Successful stories 

• Difficulties and challenges 

• Valuable experience 

 



OIE STRAY DOG AWARENESS CAMPAIGN  
IN THE BALKANS 

Implementation 



OIE STRAY DOG AWARENESS CAMPAIGN  
IN THE BALKANS 

Implementation 

Courtesy: VS Bulgaria 



OIE STRAY DOG AWARENESS CAMPAIGN  
IN THE BALKANS 

Implementation 

Courtesy: VS Montenegro 



OIE STRAY DOG AWARENESS CAMPAIGN  
IN THE BALKANS 

Implementation 

Courtesy: VS FYROM 



OIE STRAY DOG AWARENESS CAMPAIGN  
IN THE BALKANS 

Implementation 

Courtesy: VS Bulgaria 



POSITIVE OUTCOMES OF THE OIE CAMPAIGN 
BEYOND EUROPE 

• France / 5 French Islands 

(Material translated in French; 

campaign under development) 

 

• Spain: request to use in specific 

provinces (material to be 

translated in Spanish) 

 

• Portugal: request to use (material 

to be translated in Portuguese) 

 

 

Requisite: material to be used in the 

context of stay dog population 

management 



SDWE 
(2015) 

SDEE 
(2017?) 

SDB 
(2014) 

SDME 
(2017?) 

REGIONAL INITIATIVES ON STRAY DOGS 

1 stray dog Roadmap for the Balkans (11 countries) 
1 stray dog Roadmap for West Eurasia (8 countries) 
Proposal for a stray dog Roadmap for Russia, Belarus Ukraine and Moldova 
 
Similar ideas in the Middle-East and the Americas 



First Action Plan 
(2014 – 2016) 

Implementing mechanism 
To improve AW in Europe by empowering VS 

2nd Action Plan 
(2017 – 2019) 

OIE PLATFORM ON AW FOR EUROPE 
INVOLVEMENT OF STAKEHOLDERS 



Platform Stakeholder consultation meetings 

First stakeholder consultation meeting (March 2015, 
Paris) 

2nd Stakeholder consultation meeting (7 June 2016, 
Brussels) 

 
Objectives 

 
• Sharing the activities of the AW Action Plan with regional stakeholders 
• Asking them to share their activities in the priority topics of the Action Plan 
• Finding  synergies and alignment of the respective Action Plans as well as resources 

pooling (AW portfolio in the region) 

OIE PLATFORM ON AW FOR EUROPE 
INVOLVEMENT OF STAKEHOLDERS 



A four pager was prepared for the  OIE World Animal Health and Welfare Fund 
Advisory Committee (16 December 216)  objective : to interest new donors 
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Advisory Committee (16 December 216)  objective : to interest new donors 



Thank you  


